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Sunday, July 05, 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

  Statement of Welcome:   

We are an Open and Affirming  

Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

This Means: 

We welcome all who are seeking God's 

love and grace. We welcome all because 

God welcomes all, regardless of race or 

culture, sexual orientation, gender identity 

or relationship status.  We welcome all 

without regard to addiction, physical or 

mental health, imprisonment, socio-

economic circumstances, differently-abled 

or anything that too often divides us.  

Our Unity is in Christ. 

Welcome! 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Serving today (THANK YOU): 

Lisa Lundgren 

July 5th worship will be pre- 

Recorded and on website 

Serving 7/12 

Andrew Bogert 

What you will need for Service (optional): 

• Candle (light at beginning of the service) 

• Bread/Cracker  

• Wine/Grape Juice (Juice/Water) 

Sign of the Cross 
Using either hand…  

In the Name of the  
(1 forehead)  

Father, and of the  
(2 navel)  

Son, and of the  
(3 opposite shoulder)  

Holy  
(4 current hands shoulder)  

Spirit  
(5 heart)  

Amen. 

1 

2 

3 4 
5 

Orans 
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Announcements 

GATHERING 

MUTED for all except for those assisting in today’s worship (ALL Please respond in the bold) 
 

God is with you!  And also with you. 

(Pastor Danny)  

Making the sign of the cross… 

We begin… in the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

A prayer created by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and the Episcopal Church – Celebrating our full-communion partnership. 

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 

and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 

Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 

Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, 

break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 

Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 

that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lifting arms/hands in Orans position: 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people, and kindle within us the fire of your love. Amen. 
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CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
(Pastor Danny)  

Our hearts are broken. We don’t know how to love properly. 

Our trust is broken, Our community is broken. We cannot love our neighbor as ourselves. 

We confess that we are both the victims and the perpetrators of our brokenness. 

We implore you, dear God: Break the cycle of brokenness. 

Provide the grace and trust that we cannot provide. 

Open our eyes to our neighbors who are near to us, and those who are far away.  

Heal our hearts. Restore our trust. Build our human community. 

 

Lifting arms/hands in Orans position: 

God created us, knows us intimately, and calls us “Good.”  

As a minister of Christ, I proclaim that God loves you and forgives all our sins. 

 

But this absolution is not just for you. We live as forgiven in cycles of oppression. As forgiven Children of God, 

created in God’s image, our forgiveness creates our ability to fight the unjust systems we find ourselves in.  

 

Go forth as created, known, and loved people, forgiven to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim 

release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim 

God’s favor.    From the Reconciling in Christ Sunday 2019 in partnership with The Naming Project Service 

 

GATHERING MEDITATION 

Music will play, as we take time to center ourselves – allow the Holy Spirit to speak 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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(Pastor Danny Phelps)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

(Assisting Minister)  

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless 

until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen.  

 

WORD 
(Assisting Minister)  

Loving God, as we hear your Word…  Empower us: body, mind and spirit, open our hearts and to see you 

here within each of us. 

Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
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(Assisting Minister)  

Good morning everyone! A reading from Romans chapter 7… (The Message) 

“15 What I don’t understand about myself is that I decide one way, but then I act another, doing things 

I absolutely despise. 16 So if I can’t be trusted to figure out what is best for myself and then do it, it 

becomes obvious that God’s command is necessary. 17 But I need something more! For if I know the 

law but still can’t keep it, and if the power of sin within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I 

obviously need help! 18 I realize that I don’t have what it takes. I can will it, but I can’t do it. 19 I decide 

to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway. 20 My decisions, 

such as they are, don’t result in actions. Something has gone wrong deep within me and gets the 

better of me every time. 21 It happens so regularly that it’s predictable. The moment I decide to do 

good, sin is there to trip me up. 22 I truly delight in God’s commands, 23 but it’s pretty obvious that not 

all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when I least expect it, they take 

charge. 24 I’ve tried everything and nothing helps. I’m at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can 

do anything for me? Isn’t that the real question? 25 The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and 

does. He acted to set things right in this life of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my 

heart and mind, but am pulled by the influence of sin to do something totally different.”  

The word of God, for the People of God. Thanks be to God. 
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(Pastor Danny)  

 The Gospel According to St. Matthew Chapter 11(The Message) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
“16 “How can I account for this generation? The people have been like spoiled children whining to 

their parents, 17 ‘We wanted to skip rope, and you were always too tired; we wanted to talk, but you 

were always too busy.’ 18 John came fasting and they called him crazy. 19 I came feasting and they 

called me a lush, a friend of the riff-raff. Opinion polls don’t count for much, do they? The proof of the 

pudding is in the eating.” 25 Abruptly Jesus broke into prayer: “Thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth. You’ve concealed your ways from sophisticates and know-it-alls, but spelled them out clearly to 

ordinary people. 26 Yes, Father, that’s the way you like to work.” 27 Jesus resumed talking to the 

people, but now tenderly. “The Father has given me all these things to do and say. This is a unique 

Father-Son operation, coming out of Father and Son intimacies and knowledge. No one knows the Son 

the way the Father does, nor the Father the way the Son does. But I’m not keeping it to myself; I’m 

ready to go over it line by line with anyone willing to listen. 28 “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on 

religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real 

rest. 29 Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I 

won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. 30 Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely 

and lightly.””  

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon by Pastor Danny 
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WE EXPRESS OUR FAITH 

 

God for us, we call you Father. 

God alongside us, we call you Jesus. 

God within us, we call you Holy Spirit. 

You are the eternal mystery that enables, enfolds, and enlivens all things, 

Even us and even me. 

Every name falls short of your goodness and greatness. 

We can only see who you are in what… is. 

We ask for such perfect seeing— 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen. (So be it.) 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Assisting Minister)  

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

 

We pray, holy God, for the Church universal, bring unity and understanding within the Body of Christ.  Bless 

our leaders with the guidance and gifts of the Spirit; especially we pray for: Our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton, Our Synod Bishop Patricia Davenport, Our Pastor Danny Phelps. O God our Sanctuary, empower the 

church and in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, God of all creation, for the well-being of that which you have gifted us.  Give us wisdom to learn 

the ways and to have the will, to care for the earth; plants an animals, meadows and mountains, seas and 

flowing rivers.  O God, Rainbow of promise, preserve the earth, and in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

We pray, God of all the nations and peoples, for the leaders of the world, that they govern with 

compassion and love for your people; the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, and lonely; for those who suffer 

body, mind and spirit; allow us to be your hands and feet in the communities that surround us.  O God, 

mother and nurse, protect the needy, heal the sick, and in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, faithful God, for our congregation; empower us with your Spirit into a deeper faith and within our 

commitment for each other.  Open our hearts and minds, to see you within us and in the eyes of our fellow 

disciples.  We pray for our homebound, Betty Jane, Valerie, Ruth, Amelia Grace, Charles, David, Frank, 

Vickie, and Sammie. For all Families Grieving - Especially … Smith, Sanders, Brown and Lagare.  O God, 

Embracing Arms of Love, hold us, surround us in your love, and in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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MEAL 

 

THE GIVING OF OURSELVES 

 (The giving of our offerings to God, is an act of worship. The giving of time (volunteer), talents (help others 

with what you like to do) and treasures (financial and/ or material support), are some of the ways we 

express our generosity and hospitality towards each other, and the surrounding community.) 

 

DIALOGUE OF THE DISCIPLES 

 
(Pastor Danny) 

God is with you.  And also with you.  

  Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US (learning together the modern as well as hold on to the traditional version) 
(Pastor Danny)  

Let us pray as Jesus taught us,  

Lifting arms/hands in Orans position: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION PRAYER 
(Pastor Danny)  

On the night Jesus was betrayed, he gathered with his disciples his friends around the table, then He took 

bread, (all lifting the bread)gave thanks and blessed it +, he broke it and gave it his disciples saying; Take 

and eat, this is my body broken for you.   

Do this in remembrance of me. 

Come Holy Spirit, bless this bread and open us to receive the body of Jesus Christ.  

This IS the body of Christ, given and broken for you. All partake of the bread.   

 

In the same way he took the cup (all lifting the cup) 

He gave thanks and blessed it +, Giving it to his disciples saying; Take and drink, this is the new covenant in 

my blood Shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sins,  

Do this in remembrance of me. 

Come Holy Spirit, bless this fruit of the vine and open us to receive the blood of Jesus Christ.  

This IS the blood of Christ shed for you. All partake of the cup.   

 

AFTER COMMUNION BLESSING & AFTER COMMUNION PRAYER 
(Pastor Danny)  

The body and blood of Jesus, strengthen you and fill you always with his grace.  
(Assisting Minister)  

Let all who hunger for justice, eat. Let all who thirst for mercy, drink. Let this meal strengthen and encourage 

us all. Let this meal remind us, we are the very image and likeness of God. We are to be advocates with our 

LGBTQ+ siblings, with our siblings of color.  We are to be advocates for and with one another, as Christ 

advocates for us, his arms embracing all in love.  Let this table always be the place where the spark of the 

Spirit is ignited, empowering us to embody a justice and peace that sets the world ablaze. Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING FOR OUR JOURNEY – Turn to one another and say…(Numbers 6:24-26 NLT)  

May God bless you and protect you.   

May God smile on you and be gracious to you.  

May God show you favor and give you peace.   

 

Lifting arms/hands in Orans position: 

Beloved, with Paul and the communion of all the saints 

We are convinced… Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

And it is in this assurance of our faith, that we receive God’s blessing… 

Making the sign of the cross… 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW 742 – What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

 all our sins and griefs to bear! 

 What a privilege to carry 

 ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

 oh, what needless pain we bear-- 

 all because we do not carry 

 ev'rything to God in prayer! 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

 Is there trouble anywhere? 

 We should never be discouraged-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Can we find a friend so faithful 

 who will all our sorrows share? 

 Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 

     take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

 cumbered with a load of care? 

 Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 In his arms he'll take and shield you; 

 you will find a solace there. 

   

 

LEGAL STUFF:  CCLI Copyright License 11490598 Size A - 31 Mar 2021-- Streaming License 20413128 Size A- 30 Apr 2021-- Liturgy From 

sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SB136705.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common 

Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. The Common English 

Bible. Nashville: The Common English Bible, 2011. 

 

 
SENDING INTO COMMUNITY TO ANNOUNCE GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL 

(Assisting Minister)  

YOU are the body of Christ, let us go together  

And share God’s love with the world around us. 

God is with us! 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

Check-In 


