
HOLY THURSDAY – APRIL 9, 2020 

 

God is with you! And also with you! 

 

We begin… in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

*Holy God, Holy and Vulnerable,  

Holy and Immortal 

Hear our prayer.   

We gather, O God, in the name of  

the one you sent into the world,  

in the name of the one you  

asked to preach and teach, heal and raise the dead,  

in the name of Jesus, your Christ,  

given and broken to renew the world  

in the name of Jesus, your Christ,  

who shed his blood, to open our hearts and minds  

so that in our human existence, we could see you  

more clearly within and through our daily lives.   

ALL: Breath your Spirit through us.   

Empower us.  

Enliven our Spirits to receive your living word  

and strengthen us to live as people free, 

in your grace and love.   

This we ask all of this in the name of Jesus your Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

**Prayer for Holy Thursday 

Let us pray, Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all 

people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that by the power of 

your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and 

refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Pastor: We Journey with Jesus using the story of scripture provided by The Common English Bible 

version. 

 

Jesus’ life is threatened 

Doris: The Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called Passover, was approaching. The chief 

priests and the legal experts were looking for a way to kill Jesus, because they were afraid of the 

people. 

 

Jesus is anointed with Oil 

Lisa: When Jesus was at Bethany visiting the house of Simon, who had a skin disease, a woman 

came to him with a vase made of alabaster containing very expensive perfume. She poured it on 

Jesus’ head while he was sitting at dinner. Now when the disciples saw it they were angry and said,  

 

ALL: “Why this waste? This perfume could have been sold for a lot of money and given to the poor.” 

 

What you will need for Holy Thursday 
7pm Service: 

• Your stone cross (from Ash 
Wednesday) or a rock of any 
kind. 

• A candle 

• Bowl of water. 

• Bread/cracker 

• Wine/Grape Juice (juice) 
 



Doris: But Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Why do you make trouble for the woman? She’s done a good thing for me. You 

always have the poor with you, but you won’t always have me. By pouring this perfume over my 

body she’s prepared me to be buried. I tell you the truth that wherever in the whole world this 

good news is announced, what she’s done will also be told in memory of her.” 

 

Jesus is betrayed for a price 

Lisa: Then one of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said,  

 

ALL: “What will you give me if I turn Jesus over to you?”  

 

Doris: They paid him thirty pieces of silver. From that time on he was looking for an opportunity to 

turn him in. 

 

Jesus and the disciples gather for the Passover Meal 

Lisa: On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and said,  

 

ALL: “Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover meal?” 

 

Doris: He replied,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Go into the city, to a certain man, and say, ‘The teacher says, “My time is near. I’m 

going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.” ’”  

 

Lisa: The disciples did just as Jesus instructed them. They prepared the Passover. 

 

Jesus washes the feet of the disciples 

Doris: So he got up from the table and took off his robes. Picking up a linen towel, he tied it around 

his waist. Then he poured water into a washbasin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying 

them with the towel he was wearing. When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him,  

 

ALL: “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

 

Lisa: Jesus replied,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “You don’t understand what I’m doing now, but you will understand later.” 

 

ALL: “No!”  

 

Lisa: Peter said.  

 

ALL: “You will never wash my feet!”  

 

Doris: Jesus replied,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Unless I wash you, you won’t have a place with me.” 

 

Doris: Simon Peter said,  

 

ALL: “Lord, not only my feet but also my hands and my head!” 



 

Lisa: Jesus responded,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Those who have bathed need only to have their feet washed, because they are 

completely clean. You disciples are clean, but not every one of you.”  

 

Lisa: He knew who would betray him. That’s why he said,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Not every one of you is clean.” 

 

Lisa: After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place at the table. 

He said to them,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Do you know what I’ve done for you? You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you 

speak correctly, because I am. If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must 

wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example: just as I have done, you also must do. I 

assure you, servants aren’t greater than their master, nor are those who are sent greater than the 

one who sent them. Since you know these things, you will be happy if you do them. 

 

Homily by Pastor Danny 

 

Washing as we commit to server others 

Washing… we have heard each and every day… WASH YOUR HANDS! 

Washing… we hear John the Baptist call people to be washed in the Jordan 

Washing… we hear in scripture of Jesus telling some that he healed… go wash yourself  

Washing… we hear in baptism that we are washed and made whole in God’s grace, love, 

forgiveness  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Confession  

Hold your stone cross or a stone tightly as we say... 

**Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captives in our sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought,  

word, and deed, 

by what we have done and  

by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus your Christ, 

have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 



Receiving God’s Word of Absolution 

In 1st John it says: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

cleanse [wash] us from everything we’ve done wrong. 

*My beloved siblings, do you believe this word from God?   

Yes, I believe and I ask God to help in my unbelief. 

 

*Drop your cross or stone into the bowl of water. 

Now wash your hands in the bowl.  

Using the water on your hands, trace a cross on your forehead and say. 

I am forgiven, I am set free.  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: Now let us continue our journey with Jesus. 

 

Jesus names his betrayer 

Doris: That evening he took his place at the table with the twelve disciples. As they were eating he 

said,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “I assure you that one of you will betray me.” 

 

Doris: Deeply saddened, each one said to him,  

 

ALL: “I’m not the one, am I, Lord?” 

 

Doris: He replied,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “The one who will betray me is the one who dips his hand with me into this bowl. The 

Human One goes to his death just as it is written about him. But how terrible it is for that person who 

betrays the Human One!i It would have been better for him if he had never been born.” 

 

Doris: Now Judas, who would betray him, replied,  

 

ALL: “It’s not me, is it, Rabbi?”  

 

Lisa: Jesus answered,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “You said it.” 

 

Jesus gives his very self as bread and wine 

Lisa: While they were eating together…  

 

Pastor/Jesus: 

God is with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Jesus took bread (all lifting the bread) 

He gave thanks and blessed it +,  

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu (Hebrew) 



Praised are You, the Eternal One our God 

 

He broke it and gave it his disciples saying; 

Take and eat, this is my body broken for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

ALL: Partake of the bread 

 

In the same way he took the cup (all lifting the cup) 

He gave thanks and blessed it +,  

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu (Hebrew) 

Praised are You, the Eternal One our God 

 

Giving it to his disciples saying; 

Take and drink, this is the new covenant in my blood 

Shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sins 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

ALL: Partake of the bread 

 

Pastor/Jesus: Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I give to you not as the world gives. 

Don’t be troubled or afraid. 

 

Jesus and the disciples leave for the Mount of Olives 

Pastor/Jesus:  Little children, I’m with you for a little while longer. You will look for me—but, just as I 

told the Jewish leaders, I also tell you now—‘Where I’m going, you can’t come.’ “I give you a new 

commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you also must love each other. This is 

how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when you love each other.” 

 

Lisa:  Then, after singing songs of praise, they went to the Mount of Olives. 

 

Lisa: Jesus said to his disciples,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Tonight you will all fall away because of me. This is because it is written, I will hit the 

shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will go off in all directions.j 32 But after I’m raised up, I’ll go 

before you to Galilee.” 

 

Doris: Peter replied,  

 

ALL: “If everyone else stumbles because of you, I’ll never stumble.” 

 

Doris: Jesus said to him,  

 

Pastor:/Jesus: “I assure you that, before the rooster crows tonight, you will deny me three times.” 

 

Doris: Peter said,  

 

ALL: “Even if I must die alongside you, I won’t deny you.”  

 

Doris: All the disciples said the same thing. 



 

Doris:  When he arrived, he said to them,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Pray that you won’t give in to temptation.”  

 

Lisa: He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed. 42  He said,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Father, if it’s your will, take this cup of suffering away from me. However, not my will 

but your will must be done.”  

 

Lisa: Then a heavenly angel appeared to him and strengthened him. He was in anguish and 

prayed even more earnestly. His sweat became like drops of blood falling on the ground. When he 

got up from praying, he went to the disciples. He found them asleep, overcome by grief. He said to 

them,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray so that you won’t give in to temptation.” 

 

Jesus is arrested 

Doris: While Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, came. With him was a large crowd 

carrying swords and clubs. They had been sent by the chief priests and elders of the people. His 

betrayer had given them a sign: “Arrest the man I kiss.” Just then he came to Jesus and said,  

 

ALL: “Hello, Rabbi.”  

 

Doris: Then he kissed him. 

 

Doris: But Jesus said to him,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Friend, do what you came to do.” 

 

Lisa: Then they came and grabbed Jesus and arrested him. 

 

Lisa: When those around him recognized what was about to happen, they said,  

 

ALL: “Lord, should we fight with our swords?”  

 

Lisa: One of them struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. 

 

Lisa: Jesus responded,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Stop! No more of this!”  

 

Lisa: He touched the slave’s ear and healed him. 

 

Doris:  Jesus responded,  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “Have you come with swords and clubs to arrest me, like an outlaw? Day after day, I 

was with you, teaching in the temple, but you didn’t arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” 

 



Doris: And all his disciples left him and ran away. One young man, a disciple, was wearing nothing 

but a linen cloth. They grabbed him, but he left the linen cloth behind and ran away naked. 

 

Lisa: After they arrested Jesus, they led him away and brought him to the high priest’s house. Peter 

followed from a distance. When they lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 

together, Peter sat among them. 

 

Jesus before the Leaders 

Doris: Those who arrested Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest. The legal experts and the 

elders had gathered there. 58 Peter followed him from a distance until he came to the high priest’s 

courtyard. He entered that area and sat outside with the officers to see how it would turn out. 

 

Lisa: The chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that 

they could put him to death. 60  They didn’t find anything they could use from the many false 

witnesses who were willing to come forward. But finally they found two 61  who said,  “This man said, 

‘I can destroy God’s temple and rebuild it in three days.’” 

 

Doris: Then the high priest stood and said to Jesus, “Aren’t you going to respond to the testimony 

these people have brought against you?” 

 

Lisa: But Jesus was silent. The high priest said, “By the living God, I demand that you tell us whether 

you are the Christ, God’s Son.” 

 

Pastor/Jesus: “You said it,”  

 

Lisa: Jesus replied.  

 

Pastor/Jesus: “But I say to you that from now on you’ll see the Human Onem sitting on the right side 

of the Almightyn and coming on the heavenly clouds.”o 

 

Doris: Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He’s insulting God! Why do we need any more 

witnesses? Look, you’ve heard his insult against God. What do you think?” 

 

Peter denies Jesus 

Lisa: [now] a servant woman saw [Peter] sitting in the firelight. She stared at him and said, “This man 

was with [Jesus] too.  57 But Peter denied it, saying,  

 

ALL: “Woman, I don’t know him!” 

 

Doris: A little while later, someone else saw him and said, “You are one of them too.” But Peter said,  

 

ALL: “Man, I’m not!” 

 

Doris: An hour or so later, someone else insisted, “This man must have been with him, because he is 

a Galilean too.” 60 Peter responded,  

 

ALL: “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about!”  

 

Lisa: At that very moment, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. The Lord turned and 

looked straight at Peter, and Peter remembered the Lord’s words: “Before a rooster crows today, 

you will deny me three times.” And Peter went out and cried uncontrollably. 



Jesus is beaten and mocked 

Doris: The men who were holding Jesus in custody taunted him while they beat him. They 

blindfolded him and asked him repeatedly, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” Insulting him, they said many 

other horrible things against him. 

 

All will be muted as we hold silence for: 

 

The stripping of the Altar 

 

*Reading of Psalm 22 

  

Lisa: My God! My God, why have you left me all alone? 

Why are you so far from saving me— so far from my anguished groans? 

 

Doris: My God, I cry out during the day, but you don’t answer; even at nighttime I don’t stop. 

You are the holy one, enthroned. You are Israel’s praise. 

Our ancestors trusted you— they trusted you and you rescued them;  

they cried out to you and they were saved; they trusted you and they weren’t ashamed. 

 

Lisa: But I’m just a worm, less than human; insulted by one person, despised by another. 

All who see me make fun of me— they gape, shaking their heads:  “He committed himself to the 

LORD, 

so let God rescue him; let God deliver him because God likes him so much.” 

But you are the one who pulled me from the womb, placing me safely at my mother’s breasts. 

I was thrown on you from birth; you’ve been my God since I was in my mother’s womb. 

Please don’t be far from me, because trouble is near and there’s no one to help. 

 

Doris: Many bulls surround me; mighty bulls from Bashan encircle me. 

They open their mouths at me like a lion ripping and roaring! 

I’m poured out like water. All my bones have fallen apart. 

My heart is like wax; it melts inside me.  

My strength is dried up like a piece of broken pottery. 

My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you’ve set me down in the dirt of death. 

Dogs surround me; a pack of evil people circle me like a lion— oh, my poor hands and feet! 

I can count all my bones! Meanwhile, they just stare at me, watching me. 

They divvy up my garments among themselves; they cast lots for my clothes. 

 

Lisa: But you, LORD! Don’t be far away! You are my strength! Come quick and help me! 

Deliver mem from the sword. Deliver my life from the power of the dog. 

Save me from the mouth of the lion. From the horns of the wild oxen you have answered me! 

 

Doris: I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; I will praise you in the very center of the 

congregation! 

All of you who revere the LORD— praise him! All of you who are Jacob’s descendants— honor him! 

All of you who are all Israel’s offspring— stand in awe of him! 

Because he didn’t despise or detest the suffering of the one who suffered— he didn’t hide his face 

from me. 

No, he listened when I cried out to him for help. 



Lisa: I offer praise in the great congregation because of you;  

I will fulfill my promises in the presence of those who honor God. 

Let all those who are suffering eat and be full! Let all who seek the LORD praise him! 

I pray your hearts live forever! Every part of the earth will remember and come back to the LORD; 

every family among all the nations will worship you. 

Because the right to rule belongs to the LORD, he rules all nations. 

Indeed, all the earth’s powerful will worship him;  

all who are descending to the dust will kneel before him; my being also lives for him. 

Future descendants will serve him; generations to come will be told about my Lord. 

They will proclaim God’s righteousness to those not yet born, telling them what God has done. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray, We adore you O Christ and we bless you; by your holy cross you have renewed 

the world. 

 

We end the service in silence and will continue Good Friday. 

Go in peace. 

 

 

 

*Created by Pastor Danny Phelps  
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(NOTE: This is a compilation of texts from Matthew, Mark, Luke and John together.  For the most 

part, it is compiled in the best-known order by Pastor Danny Phelps from The Common English Bible. 

Nashville: The Common English Bible, 2011.) 

 


