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Sunday, April 12, 2020 
 

Easter  
Sunday  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Statement of 

Welcome:  We are an 

Open and Affirming & 

a Reconciling in 

Christ Congregation – 

This Means: 

We welcome all who 

are seeking God's 

love and grace. We 

welcome all because 

God welcomes all, 

regardless of race or 

culture, sexual 

orientation, gender 

identity or relationship 

status.  We welcome 

all without regard to 

addiction, physical or 

mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-

economic 

circumstances, 

differently-abled  

or anything that too 

often divides us.  

Our Unity is in Christ. 

Meeting ID: 

912-755-962 

Call in: 646 558 8656 
Long distance charges apply 

What you will need for Easter Service: 

• Small Bowl of water 

• Candle (light when pastor lights 

pascal candle) 

• Bread/Cracker 

• Wine/Grape Juice (Juice) 
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PRELUDE : Provided to YouTube by NAXOS of America - An Easter Fanfare · Concord Brass Ensemble - Gaudeamus! Music for 

Brass with Organ and Timpani - ℗ 2001 GIA Publications, Inc. Released on: 2001-01-01- Ensemble: Concord Brass Ensemble - 

Composer: Carla J. Giomo 

LITURGY OF LIGHT 
The stone with the flame, is brough forth, symbolizes the stone rolled away from the tomb and the light of Christ 

emerging from within.  

  

God is with you.  And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, you are like a refiner's fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of your 

faithful people. Bless this flame and those who keep this Easter celebration so that, burning 

with desire for life with you, they may be found fit to take part in that festival of Light which 

has no ending, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
The lit Paschal Candle represents the light of Christ in the world.  ALL will light their candle. 

  

May the light of Christ who rises this day in glory scatter the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

Extend your hand towards the candle, as you feel comfortable in doing so and Let us pray;  

Almighty God, pour out your abundant blessing on this lighted candle, so that all who share 

in your holy mysteries may be filled with your grace and spiritual blessings. Once we were in 

darkness, but since we have become your people, we are in the light. Help us to live as 

people who belong to the light. 

Come Holy Spirit!  You are Welcome Here!   

Empower us in the light of Jesus!  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP – Resurrection Gospel 

 

Gospel Acclimation  

Halleluiah! Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. Halleluiah! 

 

The holy gospel according to St. John the 20th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

“Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. She ran to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken 

the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him.” Peter and the other 

disciple left to go to the tomb. They were running together, but the other disciple ran faster 

than Peter and was the first to arrive at the tomb. Bending down to take a look, he saw the 

linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t go in. Following him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and 

saw the linen cloths lying there. He also saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus’ head. It 

wasn’t with the other clothes but was folded up in its own place. Then the other disciple, the 

one who arrived at the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. They didn’t yet 

understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 

the place where they were staying.  Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, 

she bent down to look into the tomb. She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the 

body of Jesus had been, one at the head and one at the foot. The angels asked her, 

“Woman, why are you crying?”   She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t 

know where they’ve put him.” As soon as she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she didn’t know it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 

crying? Who are you looking for?”   Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you 
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have carried him away, tell me where you have put him and I will get him.”  Jesus said to 

her, “Mary.”   She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 

Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. Go to my 

brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to my Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.’” 

Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she told 

them what he said to her.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Christ is risen! Shouting: He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! Shouting: He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! Shouting: He is risen indeed! Halleluiah!  
 
EASTER CELEBRATION HYMN - YouTube Christ The Lord Is Risen Today · Southwestern Seminary Oratorio Chorus & Festival 

Brass – Magnificat - ℗ 2003 Resmiranda Released on: 2003-01-01 
 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Father/Mother, Son/Redeemer + and Holy Spirit/Sustainer. Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water will be poured into the font as all give thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, 

for you have created all, and you water the earth abundantly. 

Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. 

The Schuylkill and the Wissahickon, bless you. 

 

All life is sustained by you, our Source. 

We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead,  

who frees us from sin and raises us up to new life. 

 

Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life,  

bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God. 

Here, death is washed away forever.   

Here, we are grafted into the tree of life,  

with leaves for the healing of the world. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly,  

into this community, and throughout all creation. 

Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. 

Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

His is Risen!  You are forgiven! You have today, right now, the promise of eternal life! 

 

Using the water, trace a cross on your forehead and say. 

I am forgiven, I am set free. I am risen with Christ.  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GIVING & RECEIVING PEACE 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all!  And also with you! 

Let us now share peace with each other around the screen.   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

(Assisting Minister) O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 

redemption and renewal… and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power 

of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

THE LIVING WORD 

(Assisting Minister) Loving God, bless us as your Word enters through us: body, mind and spirit, 

open us to be empowered by your Spirit. 

Halleluiah! Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. Halleluiah! 

 

Good Morning!  Our First Reading is from Acts Chapter 10 beginning with the 35th verse: 

 

“Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people 

over another. Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by proclaiming the 

good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all! You know what happened throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism John preached. You know about Jesus of 

Nazareth, whom God anointed with the Holy Spirit and endowed with power. Jesus traveled 

around doing good and healing everyone oppressed by the devil because God was with 

him. We are witnesses of everything he did, both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They killed him 

by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him up on the third day and allowed him to be 

seen, not by everyone but by us. We are witnesses whom God chose beforehand, who ate 

and drank with him after God raised him from the dead. He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and 

the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.”” 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

We will read responsively Psalm 118; the congregation responding with the bold: 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORDis exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD. R 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation. R 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  

 23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. R  

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

THE SERMON/HOMILY 

HYMN OF REFLECTION - Provided to YouTube by Catapult Reservatory, LLC - Easter Prelude (Christ the Lord Is Risen 

Today) · Phillip Keveren & Kent Hooper - He Lives - ℗ 2015 Discovery House Music - Released on: 2015-02-01 

 

CONFESSING OUR FAITH  

God for us, we call you Father. 

God alongside us, we call you Jesus. 

God within us, we call you Holy Spirit. 

You are the eternal mystery that enables, enfolds, and enlivens all things, 

Even us and even me. 

Every name falls short of your goodness and greatness. 

We can only see who you are in what… is. 

We ask for such perfect seeing— 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

Amen. (So be it.) 

 

PRAYERS OF & FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 

Assisting Minister Will read non-bold text And ALL will respond in the bold 

 

(Assisting Minister) Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, 

the world, and all of creation.   A brief silence. 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

God, hear our prayers. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 

of all … let us pray to the Lord.  God, hear our prayers. 

For the health of creation, for budding trees and new life all around us… let us pray to the 

Lord. 

God, hear our prayers. 

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those who work to bring 

peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place…let us pray to the Lord. 

God, hear our prayers. 

For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and for those who are in captivity,  

… let us pray to the Lord. God, hear our prayers. 

 

Assisting Minister (will read underlined, not full name) We remember our homebound… and 

these your children 

 

Betty Jane Knittel* 

Valerie Morrison 

Richard Krum 

Shannon Klas 

Teresa Bryant 

Ruth Yarnall* 

Lisa Lundgren* 

Frances Krum 

Patrice Sanders 

George Walden 

Amelia Grace Dougherty* 

Charles McQueen 

Frank DeAngelo  

For all Families Grieving 
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For Our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Our Synod Bishop Patricia Davenport 

Our Dean Regina Goodrich 

Our Pastor Danny Phelps 

In our Conference we pray for: St. Peter’s - Pastors Gwen & Neil Bond - Oak Lane 

 

Listen for God’s voice and give voice to other prayers and petitions. 

Prayers may be said out loud or in our hearts. A few moments will be given for these prayers. 

 

Let us pray, With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 

into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GIVING OF OURSELVES 

 (The giving of our offerings to God, is an act of worship. The giving of time (volunteer), 

talents (help others with what you like to do) and treasures (financial and/ or material 

support), are some of the ways we express our generosity and hospitality towards each 

other, and the surrounding community.) 

If you can give, please go to our website https://bethany-lutheran.net and click on the 

“donate” button at the top of the screen. 

Or mail a check to Bethany Lutheran Church, 401 Martin St. Philadelphia PA, 19128 

 

PRAYER OF THANKS  

(Assisting Minister) Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you 

make of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives.  Feed us again at this table for 

service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE OF THE DISCIPLES 

 

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Halleluiah!  

  Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US  

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

On the night Jesus was betrayed, he gathered with his disciples, then 

He took bread (all lifting the bread) 

He gave thanks and blessed it +,  

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu (Hebrew) 

Praised are You, the Eternal One our God 

 

He broke it and gave it his disciples saying; Take and eat, this is my body broken for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Come Holy Spirit, bless this bread and open us to receive the body of Jesus Christ. 

All partake of the bread. 

Let us Pray, We thank you, our God, for the life and knowledge which you made known to us 

through Jesus your child; to you be the glory forever. 
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In the same way he took the cup (all lifting the cup) 

He gave thanks and blessed it +,  

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu (Hebrew) 

Praised are You, the Eternal One our God 

 

Giving it to his disciples saying; Take and drink, this is the new covenant in my blood 

Shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Come Holy Spirit, bless this fruit of the vine and open us to receive the blood of Jesus Christ. 

All partake of the cup 

Let us Pray,  

We thank you, our God, for the holy vine of David your child, which, you have make known 

to us through Jesus your child; to you be glory forever. Amen. 

 

AFTER COMMUNION BLESSING & AFTER COMMUNION PRAYER 

The body and blood of Jesus, strengthen you and keep you always in his grace.  

Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 

broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the 

wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING FOR OUR JOURNEY – Turn to one another and say… 

May God bless you and protect you.   

May God smile on you and be gracious to you.  

May God show you favor and give you peace.   

(Numbers 6:24-26 NLT)  

 

Beloved, receive your blessing: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN - Words & Music by Wes Cameron -Voicing: SATB - Accompaniment: Piano w/ opt. 

Brass (available separately)- Optional Parts: Brass | Handbells | Organ | Timpani 

 

Christ is risen! Shouting: He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! Shouting: He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! Shouting: He is risen indeed! Halleluiah!  

 

SENDING INTO COMMUNITY TO ANNOUNCE GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL 

(Assisting Minister) YOU are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Halleluiah!   

Christ is Risen! 

Thanks be to God. He is Risen Indeed! Halleluiah! 

 
LEGAL STUFF:  CCLI Copyright License 11490598 Size A - 31 Mar 2021-- Streaming License 20413128 Size A- 30 Apr 2021-- Liturgy From 

sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SB136705.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common 

Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. The Common English 

Bible. Nashville: The Common English Bible, 2011. 


