
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2020

Welcome!
Statement of  Welcome:  
We are an Open and Affirming - Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 
This Means:
We welcome all who are seeking God's love and grace. We welcome all 
because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or relationship status.  We welcome all 
without regard to addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, 
socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too 
often divides us. Our Unity is in Christ.

21st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Serving today (THANK YOU) : Doris Molchanow 
Serving Next Sunday : Lisa Lundgren

What you will need for Communion (optional & on Zoom):
● Candle (light at beginning of the service)
● Bread/Cracker 
● Wine/Grape Juice (Juice/Water)



MUTED for all except for those assisting in today’s worship (ALL Please respond in the bold)

(Pastor Danny) 

Making the sign of the cross…
We begin… in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son + and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We are Bethany Lutheran Church and it is our Mission:  To be a welcoming community in faith, 
empowered by God within the life of  Jesus Christ:  to love God and our neighbor, as ourselves.

Opening Words 
The God of love is with us. The Spirit of  love is in us. 
Blessed is the Holy Spirit, the breath of God. Let the winds and all creation praise you. 

The Lighting of the Three Lights 
We will light a light in the name of the Maker - God who breathed life into all creation. 
We will light a light in the name of Christ - Jesus who taught of  the love that flows in all. 
We will light a light in the name of the Spirit - The Holy One embracing us like the wind. 

GATHERING



CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF LOVE  (Pastor Danny) 

Creator God, when it seemed there was no hope - I have seen your light in the eyes of  a child
When it seemed there was no joy - I have heard your delight in the voice of  a friend.
When it seemed that life was stale - I have smelled the freshness of  sunlight on my skin.
When all seemed emptiness - I have touched your presence in the hand of  a neighbor.
When we have failed to love another, as you have asked us to love - 
Thanks be to you, O God for your embodied love.
Open our senses to your presence - That I may love you and care for you in all things.

Hear God’s words to all of us now:
I know your heart; I love you as you are, and I forgive you when you fail.
Making the sign of the cross…
In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  
It was you, O God, who made my inmost self, you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
I praise you, for I am fearf ully and wonderf ully made. (Psalm 139:13-14) Amen.  

GATHERING



Litany of Creation and Praise (Assisting Minister) 

God, your world is translucent, Through all creation your glory shines.
God, we thank you and we love you.
God, we see you in the wind and calm, We see you in the sun and moon.
God, we thank you and we love you.
God, we hear you in the song of birds and bees, We hear you in the crash of waves and waterfalls,
God, we thank you and we love you.
God, we feel you in warmth of sun and cold of ice, We feel you in the richness of soil and softness of fur.
God, we thank you and we love you.
God, we smell you in the perfume of rose and jasmine, We smell you in the aroma of fresh cut apple and peach.
God, we thank you and we love you.
God, we see you in the rich abundance of the harvest, God, we hear you in the voices of those who enjoy its bounty.
God, we thank you and we love you.
God, we feel you in the care of those with whom we share your creations generosity.
God, we thank you and we love you.
God, we know you in your love and care for all creation - your love and care of all gathered here today.
God, we thank you and we love you.
Excerpt from “Litany of Creation” Taken from A Journey Into Wholeness (Lenten Guide 2009) by Christine Sine - http://msainfo.org/articles/a-journey-into-wholeness-lenten-reflection-guide

GATHERING



A Moment of Silent Reflection to Ready us for Worship...

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
(Pastor Danny Phelps) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 
also with you.

(Assisting Minister) 

O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By your Spirit renew us in your 
covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

TRANSITION TO THE WORD
(Assisting Minister) 

Good Morning Everyone!  As we immersed into the Living Word, let us ask for ears to hear and eyes to see:
Jesus said, “The Spirit will guide you into all truth.” (John 16:13)  
Holy Spirit open our very being to receive your words of life and love.
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore, teach me wisdom in my secret heart. (Psalm 51:6)

GATHERING



(Assisting Minister) 

A reading from Psalm 96
Sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Sing to the LORD! Bless God’s name! Share the news of God’s saving work every single day!
Declare God’s glory among the nations; declare God’s wondrous works among all people
because the LORD is great and so worthy of praise. God is awesome beyond all other gods
because all the gods of the nations are just idols, but it is the LORD who created heaven!
Greatness and grandeur are in front of God; strength and beauty are in God’s sanctuary. 
Give to the LORD, all families of the nations— give to the LORD glory and power!
Give to the LORD the glory due God’s name! Bring gifts! Enter God’s courtyards!
Bow down to the LORD in his holy splendor! Tremble before him, all the earth! 
Tell the nations, “The LORD rules! Yes, God set the world firmly in place; it won’t be shaken. 
God will judge all people fairly.” Let heaven celebrate! Let the earth rejoice! Let the sea and everything in it roar!
Let the countryside and everything in it celebrate! Then all the trees of the forest too will shout out joyfully
before the LORD because God is coming! God is coming to establish justice on the earth! 
God will establish justice in the world rightly. God will establish justice among all people fairly.”

Response: 
Sing to the LORD! Bless God’s name! Share the news of  God’s saving work every single day!

WORD



(Assisting Minister) 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians 2:1–8 CEB
“As you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, our visit with you wasn’t a waste of time. On the contrary, we had the 
courage through God to speak God’s good news in spite of a lot of opposition, although we had already suffered and 
were publicly insulted, as you know. Our appeal isn’t based on false information, the wrong motives, or deception. 
Rather, we have been examined and approved by God to be trusted with the good news, and that’s exactly how we 
speak. We aren’t trying to please people, but we are trying to please God, who continues to examine our hearts. As 
you know, we never used flattery, and God is our witness that we didn’t have greedy motives. We didn’t ask for 
special treatment from people—not from you or from others— although we could have thrown our weight around 
as Christ’s apostles. Instead, we were gentle with you like a nursing mother caring for her own children. We were glad 
to share not only God’s good news with you but also our very lives because we cared for you so much.”

The word of God, for the People of God. Thanks be to God.

WORD



(Pastor Danny) 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter. (THE MESSAGE BIBLE)

Glory to you, O Lord.
“When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, they met together. One of them, a legal 
expert, tested him. “Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
  He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind. This 
is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: You must love your neighbor as you love yourself. 
All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands.”

Now as the Pharisees were gathering, Jesus asked them, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” 
“David’s son,” they replied.

He said, “Then how is it that David, inspired by the Holy Spirit, called him Lord when he said, The Lord said to my 
lord, ‘Sit at my right side until I turn your enemies into your footstool’? If David calls him Lord, how can he be 
David’s son?” Nobody was able to answer him. And from that day forward nobody dared to ask him anything.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon by Pastor Danny followed by Music Meditation...

WORD



(Pastor Danny) 

An Affirmation of Faith 
Let us join in affirming our faith in God. 

We believe in God for us, present in all things in heaven and earth and seas, 
inspires all things, brings life to all things, is over all things and supports all things.
Maker and sustainer of  all life, of  sun and moon, of  water and earth, of  all humanity.
We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God and true human,
One with the Creator.  Jesus is the Word made flesh and died to set all of  creation free!
We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit, Breath of  God
One with the Creator and one with Christ,
our guide and the mentor of  all creation! Amen.

WORD



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Assisting Minister) 

We now pray for the needs of all people throughout the world, remembering that we are God’s people and the hand 
of love on earth. (Pause)

Let us pray. Lifting arms/hands in Orans position:
Blessed are you, O God, for your breath at the heart of creation from which the winds of joy and gladness come 
forth; For the gentle breezes that bring coolness and refreshment. 

As we give thanks for the gift of life and for the comfort we receive in your holy presence, we pray for those places in 
our world and our lives where there is no joy or comfort; 
For communities in ruins and war-torn people and nations; for those held captive physically or 
emotionally.

For those who are weary or weakened by troubles And those who are dying and frightened; 

WORD



For the sick and the suffering, especially those we now name. 
For our homebound, we also pray for: Betty Jane, Valerie, Ruth, Amelia Grace, Charles, Frank, Vickie, Jackie, Sam, 
Stephanie, Deb, Kent, Janet, *Sharon, *Judah, *Kent, Templeton/Gilley Family, and Art Knapp Sr. For all Families 
Grieving, especially Harris/Pillar Community, McQueen and *Mixon/McCrickard.  
*prayers requested through our website or personally through pastor.  
(pause for other prayers, said out loud or in our hearts)

We ask your comfort and your holy presence, Lord, For all people, for our loved ones and for ourselves. 
We pray to you, O God, asking that we may know your breath of love within us and that our lives may be a witness 
to that love and to your glory. 
May God guide us with wisdom, help us with mercy, bless us with grace, and empower us with love; for 
the sake of  Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE GIVING OF OURSELVES
(The giving of our offerings to God, is an act of worship. The giving of time (volunteer), talents (help others with 
what you like to do) and treasures (financial and/ or material support), are some of the ways we express our 
generosity and hospitality towards each other, and the surrounding community.) 
If  you have the means to give, please do so by sending checks to Bethany Lutheran or electronically 
through our website at the top of  the page… Bethany 401 Martin St. Philadelphia, PA 19128

WORD



DIALOGUE OF THE DISCIPLES (Pastor Danny)

God is with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We offer you praise and hearts lifted high, O God. You breathe into us your Spirit, and by the blowing of the gentle 
breeze, you remind us of the constancy of your loving presence. Your glory is in the breath of each created thing, and 
through your creation we see the holiness and wonder of your being. And so with all the hosts of heaven and earth, 
with the wind that howls and the gentle breeze that soothes, we join in the praises of your unending greatness: 

The Sanctus 
Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of  power and might. Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

MEAL



PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US (learning together the modern as well as hold on to the traditional version)
(Pastor Danny) 

Let us pray as Jesus taught us, 
Lifting arms/hands in Orans position:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen.

For those joining us on Facebook, thank you for sharing this time together as the body of Christ.
May God bless you and protect you.  May God smile on you and be gracious to you. 
May God show you favor and give you peace.  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  Please join us again. Amen.  God is with you!

Music Meditation
 

MEAL



COMMUNION PRAYER
(Pastor Danny) 

On the night Jesus was betrayed, he gathered with his disciples, his friends, and yes, his mother, around the table, 
then He took bread, (all lifting the bread) gave thanks and blessed it +, he broke it and gave it his disciples saying; 
Take and eat, this is my body broken for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.
Come Holy Spirit, bless this bread and open us to receive the body of Jesus Christ. 
This IS the body of Christ, given and broken for you. All partake of the bread.  

In the same way he took the cup (all lifting the cup)
He gave thanks and blessed it +, Giving it to his disciples saying; Take and drink, this is the new covenant in my 
blood Shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sins, 
Do this in remembrance of me.
Come Holy Spirit, bless this fruit of the vine and open us to receive the blood of Jesus Christ. 
This IS the blood of Christ shed for you. All partake of the cup.  

MEAL



AFTER COMMUNION BLESSING & AFTER COMMUNION PRAYER
(Pastor Danny) 

The body and blood of Jesus, strengthen you and fill you always with his grace. 
(Assisting Minister) 

O God, in love you have called us to be your people and in love you have given us this bread and wine; may this holy 
meal refresh us as a gentle and steady breeze, that renewed in your Holy Spirit, we may go forth into the world to 
serve your people; in the name of God, who is Love. Amen.

MEAL



BLESSING FOR OUR JOURNEY – Turn to one another and say…(Numbers 6:24-26 NLT) 

May God bless you and protect you.  
May God smile on you and be gracious to you. 
May God show you favor and give you peace.  

Lifting arms/hands in Orans position:
Dear God, give us
For every storm, a rainbow,
For every tear, a smile,
For every care, a promise,
And a blessing in each trial.
For every problem life sends,
A faithful friend to share,
For every sigh, a sweet song,
And an answer for our prayers.
God’s blessings are within you…
Making the sign of the cross…
In the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

SENDING



SENDING

SENDING HYMN ELW 661 I Love to Tell the Story

1 I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,
of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story,
because I know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

Refrain
I love to tell the story;
'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.

2 I love to tell the story:
how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story,
for some have never heard
the message of salvation
from God's own holy word.  Refrain

3 I love to tell the story,
for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that I have loved so long.  Refrain

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911



SENDING INTO COMMUNITY TO ANNOUNCE GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL
(Assisting Minister) 

Lord of all light, as we go forth into the world, we extinguish the lights that represent the presence of the Holy in our 
midst, 
But we will carry the light in our hearts, and we pray that as we go about our work in the world, we will 
shine with the love of  God. Amen.

Check-in
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SENDING


